Friday 3rd November 2023

Deor Parents/Carers...

Welcome back. We have certainly had a very busy and productive start to the new term.

We are committed to ensuring that all our children receive an excellent education during their time at Paxcroft.
Yesterday our School Effectiveness Lead, Steve Wigley, and School Improvement Adviser, Laura Bromberg, from
Wiltshire Council visited the school to work with me, Mr George and subject leaders to evaluate the quality of teaching
and learning across the school. This annual visit is for all schools across Wiltshire to support the development of high
quality teaching and learning across all subjects.

We are not complacent and are always keen to look for ways we can improve so that our children get access to the
best possible curriculum. | am pleased to report that feedback from this visit was very positive.

Safeguarding our children is always a key priority and next week we will be reviewing our school safeguarding
processes with local authority colleagues. We will also be working with a specialist reading teacher from Ramsbury
English Hub to help further embed our Sounds Write phonics programme.

Next week all classes in KS1 and KS2 will have an outdoor learning day led by Wiltshire Wildlife Trust. This will include
a range of activities linked to our curriculum and designed to develop team work, problem-solving skills and resilience.
Details of dates for each year group are in the diary section of this newsletter. Please ensure your child comes to
school wearing warm clothes, a waterproof coat and wellies or old trainers. They are likely to get muddy so it would be
helpful if they could also bring a second pair of ‘indoor' shoes or trainers in a named carrier bag. Thank you for your
support with this.

The children will be participating in UK Parliament week and learning about British Values, including democracy and
the rule of law.

On Friday, we will come together as a school to hold a 2 minute silence to mark Remembrance Day. The children will
learn about the history and significance of this. We will be creating a giant Paxcroft Poppy to commemorate those who
gave their lives in war.

Another very busy week ahead!

| hope you have a good weekend.

Low Rhodes
Headteaciher
Poxeroft ‘Top Table to- celebrate respect and positve behoaviowr ot lunchtime..

Congratulations to Blake W, Elijah B-M, Evelyn McC and Jago J who have all been recognised this week for being
polite and respectful at lunchtime. Well done for demonstrating our Paxcroft Citizen Values.




Holloween Fun in the Library...

This Halloween the children had a spooktacular experience in our Library. Some classes visited during the school day
and enjoyed dusting the creepy cobwebs off the books they wanted to borrow. After school, the witches’ cauldron was
bubbling over with sweet treats for all the children using the library and it was lovely to see so many children enjoying
the wide range of books we have.

“The library was amazing, there were spider webs, sweets and much more. | loved it! - Mia A

| think it was really well decorated and it was nice with the cobwebs. It was really kind that Mrs Frost let us have sweets.
- Shannon B

There were huge cobwebs and it looked like a haunted house. | loved the sweets in the cauldron. - Ethan S
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Pacroft Plagrownd Pals..

Thank you to the Playground Pals from Term 1, who did a fantastic job of helping
the adults and younger children during lunchtimes. This term a new set of
Playground Pals are eager to go and we are sure they will do another great job of
helping out at lunchtimes. Paxcroft Playground Pals for Term 2 will be Maria,
Joshua, Ezra, Patrycja, Mia, Juniper, Serine and Kiera.

Howse Team Cup-.

A

Congratulations to the Blue team who are the House Cup Winners

And a well done to all the other House teams, you all had an amazing humber of points
between you and this should be celebrated as a huge success. Thank you to each and
every pupil that continues to show an excellent example of the Paxcroft Citizen and
Learner Values.




Broae Hre Shoare ...

Congratulations to Jackson who has completed his head shave and raised £295 for Macmillan /|
Cancer Research.
Well done Jackson we are very proud of you!

Ouwhide achievements...

A very well done to Lottie who represented Team Bath
Rhythmic Gymnastics recently. Her team took second
place in the National League Round 2. They are waiting
to hear if the team will go to National Seeding to qualify at
level 4, in February 2024.

Congratulations to Blake who was super happy to win the
best Halloween costume on holiday in Paignton over half
term.

We are proud of all the children at Paxcroft and want to celebrate their successes inside and outside the classroom.
We mark their successes at school in a range of ways, including certificates to celebrate children who are
demonstrating our Paxcroft Citizen and Learning Values, the ‘Book of Brilliance’ for excellent individual pieces of work,
our Citizen Value cups, house points and class rewards that are earned collectively over the term and rewarded with
a class treat.

If your child has achieved something special outside school, we would love to celebrate those achievements too.
Please send details FAO Mrs Aland to admin@paxcroft.wilts.sch.uk and we will endeavour to add to the Paxcroft Post

Owr learning His week...

Owly

This week in Owls we have practised putting on the ‘puddle suits’ and wellies before we play in the
mud kitchen. We even had a demonstration from Miss Butterfield who put on a puddle suit and told
us what happens to our socks if we take our shoes off before we find our wellies! We all showed our
school learner value ‘resilience’ whilst putting on the suits.

We have also enjoyed watching the hailstorm through the window on Wednesday and created
firework pictures using a tapping and flicking technique, which has supported our fine motor skills.

Woodpecker, Kungfusher & Nightingale

It has been wonderful to welcome the children back to school this week and they have been very busy indeed! In
English, we have been exploring instructions and the children had a fun time giving their robot teachers instructions.
Through this, they learned how important it is to make instructions exact. They then learned a story map about ‘How
to Make a Sandwich’. During our Maths lessons this week Year 1 have been using the whole- part models and
identifying number bonds within 10. Year 2 have been finding number bonds to 10/20 and learning about related facts.
In Science, the children have learned about senses and identified which body part relates to which sense. Finally, this
week, we have launched our History topic, The Great Fire of London and the children have enjoyed singing London’s
Burning. | wonder if they can recite this to you?
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Skylark, Howsemanrtine & Swift

Welcome back! We hope you all had a good break. It has been a busy first week back. We have
started to read our new book ‘The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe’ and are excited to find out what
happens next. This term and next, our topic will be ‘What did the Romans ever do for us?’. We will be
finding out about all things Roman. Please look out for our homework ideas sheet sent out separately
via email, this can also be found on our class page of the school website. We hope the children have
lots of fun completing a Roman themed project of their own. In English this term, we will be describing
characters and writing a persuasive letter. In maths, we will be continuing with our work on addition
and subtraction.

Osperey, Falcon & Kestrel

This week we have started a new topic called ‘sustainability’. We have been introduced to different renewable energy
sources. The children have been asking many interesting questions surrounding renewable energy. Its lovely to see
their enthusiasm.

We have started our new guided reading book, which this term is ‘Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone’. We have
enjoyed seeing the children’s excitement and engagement into the new book! In English we are learning about how to
write a good description, we have been making word banks to help our writing.

In PE, we have started a new topic which is dance. We will be learning about dance around the world. This week we
started with line dancing which the children have enjoyed taking part in. The children have loved showing other children
and staff their dance too!

Class Cutizen Values Learners Values

Caleb W - Resilience
Savannah C - Positivity

Charlie L - . e
Kindness Matilda H - Positivity
Eva - Grace W - All Rowan S - Resilience
Values
Sienna C & Gabriel W-N -
Resilience
Eleanor W - Respect George G - Positivity

Jensen H - Respect Ella-May H - Resilience &

independence
. Positivity
Osprey Ospreyg(‘lll_\e:ss - Kindness Klaudia P - Resilience
espect
Folcon Lucy T - Resilience
Patrycia O - All Learners
Values

Kestrel Nadja S - Respect Lawrence F - Independence




Paxeroft Cutizen Cups

Esme T — All Values

Jack E — All Values

Duary dates for Awtumin
Term 2023

Tuesday 7" November

Y1/2 Outdoor learning day-please send your child with wellies
and waterproof coat

Wednesday 8" November

Monday 13" November

Wednesday 15" November

RE day

Individual class portraits

Youth Parliament

Friday 17'" November

Wednesday 29" November

Tuesday 12" December Owils class nativity — more information to follow

Thursday 14" December

Wednesday 20" December

Children in Need fundraiser-school council to lead (details to
follow)

Owls class walk to the post box

Owis class nativity — more information to follow

Last day of term 2




Letters & Commumnicotions Usued His week

Secondary School Applications Selected Information & Action

Library Open On Halloween Whole School Information

Questionnaire From Wiltshire Children’s Services Owls Information & Action

Art Club Selected Information

Mr Newburys Football Club Selected Information




